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THE

PHILOSOPHY

OF ISLAMIC

PENALTIES
 Peace

 Tolerance

 Harmony

 Human dignity

Pillars of social order 
which are necessary 
to sustain peace:

1.

2.

3.

4.



 ﴿۱۸۸﴾  �ِۡ�َ� ُ�ُ�ۡوُد ا���ِ� َ�َ�� َ�ۡ�َ�ُ�ۡ�َ�� ؕ َ�ٰ��َِ� ُ�َ���ُ� ا���ُ� اٰٰ�ِ�ٖ� �ِ����ِس َ�َ���ُ�� َ���ُ�ۡ�َن

يہ اللہ كى حدود ہيں پس ان كے قريب ب�ى نہ جاؤ۔ اسى طرح اللہ اپنى
آيات لوگوں كے لئے ك�ول ك�ول كر بيان كرتا ہے تاكہ وہ تقوٰی اختيار

كريں۔

“These are the limits set by Allah, so approach them not.
Thus, does Allah make His commandments clear to men so
that they may become secure against evil.”

| The Holy Qur'an 2:188 |



ISLAM PUNISHMENT & RETRIBUTION

LAWS BASED ON DEALING MATTERS

RELATED TO:

 Obligations to Allah

 Obligations to human kind

1.

2.



OBLIGATIONS TO

ALLAH

Under no circumstances has

man the right to punish

anyone for non-compliance

with the obligations to Allah.

So as a result of this

distinction, Islam totally

liberated man’s obligations to

worship from human

intervention and interference.



OBLIGATIONS TO

ALLAH

It is because God Almighty

considers the offences to be so

grave that no punishment in

this world can do justice to the

severity of the offences. God

Almighty has prepared an

abasing punishment for such

people in the Hereafter as God

Almighty says in the Holy

Qur'an:



“On the Day of Resurrection, He will disgrace them;
they will enter the gates of Hell to abide therein.

Evil, indeed is the abode of the proud.”

| The Holy Qur'an 16:28-30 |



OBLIGATIONS TO

HUMAN KIND
For our guidance, Allah

Almighty has revealed in the

Holy Qur'an a complete code

of life - a law to govern all

dimensions of human life. 

This in Islam is known as

‘Sharia’.



SOURCES OF SHARIA

 The Holy Quran

 Sunnah

 Hadith

For the sources of ‘Sharia‘, we have

1.

2.

3.



"In the Holy Qur'an the directives about civil,
criminal and revenue matters fall into two
categories. One category of those directives is
aimed at detailing punishment for specific crimes.
The second category is of directives which lay
down procedures to be followed in time of court
trial for other offences, so that the offence and
punishment fit each other in the best possible
manner. In such directives, rigid punishment is not
mentioned for a specific offence. The Holy Qur'an
lays down guiding rules according to which later
interpreters of law are to carry out administration
of law whenever new situations arise and for that,
the Holy Qur'an provides a guiding principle:

"And the recompense of an injury is an injury the
like thereof."  [The Holy Qur'an 42:41]

(Kitabul Bariyya, page 87)



The Holy Qur'an
provides specific
punishments for
only four offences:

PUNISHABLE

OFFENCES
 Adultery
 Slandering
 Murder
 Theft

1.

2.

3.

4.



THESE OFFENCES BASED ON PROTECTION OF

Life Family Property Honour
Social 

order

Hadhrat Abu-Hurairah (ra) narrates that the Holy Prophet (Peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) said, three things of a Muslim

are unlawful for another Muslim - his blood, his honour and his
wealth.



HOW TO

DETERMINE

CRIME?

For example, all acts are
judged by their motives and
intentions. [Bukhari]



The Holy Qur'an uses the word ‘kasab’ for commission of crime,

which implies a deliberate effort. If there is no intention to violate

or exceed the limits then there is no criminal liability and the act

is pardonable. Any act carried out in ignorance and without

adequate knowledge deserves pardon.



HOW TO DEAL 

WITH A 

CRIMINAL?



"Verily, Allah accepts the repentance of only those who do
evil in ignorance and then repent soon after. These are they
to whom Allah turns with mercy; and Allah is All Knowing,
Wise.” 

| The Holy Qur'an 4 :18 |



HOW TO DEAL WITH A CRIMINAL?
Hadhrat Ayesha (ra) narrates that the Holy Prophet 

(Peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: "Try as far as
possible to save a Muslim from punishment. If there can be a
way to save him, then think of settling the matter. For the Imam
to make a mistake in forgiving and acquitting is better than
making a mistake in giving punishment."

[Tirmidhi Abwab Al-Hudood]



HOW TO DEAL WITH A CRIME?

Hadhrat Ibn Abbas (ra) narrates that the Holy Prophet 

(Peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: "Stop the
enforcement of ‘hudood’ (limits) because of doubts. That is, do
not make haste in issuing a ‘hadd’ punishment to anyone.
Rather, if there is a possibility of doubt, make it a base for
pardon."



HOW TO DEAL 

WITH A 

CRIME?

That makes it abundantly

clear that punishments in

Islam are not for revenge, but

reformation, and must not

exceed the extent of the

offence.



PREVENTION OF CRIME

Remove the root of crime

Build a virtuous society

with excellent morals

The Holy Qur’an: 

“Do not go near the evil; do not go near
the limits of Allah”



ADULTERY

Chastity: high moral virtue

� اِ��ٗ� َ��َن َ��ِ�َ�ً� ؕ َو َ���َء َ�ِ�ۡ�ً�� ٰۤ� ﴿۳۳﴾َوَ�� َ�ۡ�َ�ُ��ا ا���

اور زنا كے قريب نہ جاؤ۔ يقيناً يہ بے حيائى ہے اور بہت بُرا رستہ ہے۔

“And go not nigh unto adultery; surely, it is a manifest
indecency and evil way.”

| The Holy Qur'an 17:33 |



PUNISHMENT FOR ADULTERY

ۡ�ُ�َ�� ِ��َ�َ� َ�ۡ�َ�ٍۃ ا�ِۡ� َ��ۡ�ِ�ُ�ۡوا ُ��� َواِ�ٍ� �� ا�َِ�ُ� َو ا��� َا���

زنا كار عورت اور زنا كار مرد، پس ان ميں سے ہر ايک كو سو كوڑے لگاؤ

‘The adulteress and the adulterer (or the fornicatoress and the
fornicator), flog each one of them with a hundred stripes.’

| The Holy Qur'an 24:3 |



PUNISHMENT FOR ADULTERY
Misconception about flogging and not stoning to death is
therefore the punishment prescribed by Islam for adultery
or fornication.

Case of a Jew and a Jewess were stoned to death in
accordance with the Mosaic law. [Bukhari]

The Holy Prophet’s (peace be upon him) followed the law of
the Torah in deciding cases until a new Commandment was
revealed to him.



CONDITIONS 

OF 

PUNISHMENT

The strict condition of four witnesses.

The integrity and the credibility

being truthful

a reputation of being civilized and

respectable.

The Islamic laws pertaining to

witnesses are so tough that there is

no example of it in any other witness

rules and regulations in the world.



CREDIBILITY OF WITNESSES
Hadhrat Ayesha (ra) narrates that the Holy Prophet 

(Peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: "The witness of a
man or a woman who is guilty of breach of trust is invalid and
also that of the man and the woman who have received ‘hadd’
punishment and also the one who is malicious and who has
been a false witness on record and the one who is dependent
upon those for whom he is standing as a witness and a person
who could be alleged to be a relative or an heir of the one he is
giving witness for." [Tirmidhi Kital Ashahadat]



The other social evil, second to

adultery in heinousness, which

eats into the vitals of human

society, is the slandering of

innocent people. Islam also 

views with extreme disfavor this

social evil which has become 

so common in the so-called

civilized modern society, and

severely punishes the accusers.

SLANDERING



PUNISHMENT FOR SLANDERING
َو ا��ِ�ۡ�َ� َ�ۡ�ُ�ۡ�َن اۡ�ُ�ۡ�َ��ِٰ� �ُ�� َ�ۡ� َ�ۡ��ُۡ�ا ِ�َ�ۡرَ�َ�ِ� ُ�َ�َ�ا�َء َ��ۡ�ِ�ُ�ۡوُ�ۡ�

ٰ�ِ�َ� ُ�ُ� اۡ��ِٰ�ُ�ۡ�َن  َ�ٰ�ِ�ۡ�َ� َ�ۡ�َ�ًۃ و� َ�� َ�ۡ�َ�ُ�ۡ�ا َ�ُ�� َ�َ��َدًۃ َاَ�ً�ا ۚ َو ُاو�

وہ لوگ جو پاک دامن عورتوں پر تہمت لگاتے ہيں پ�ر چار گواہ پيش نہيں كرتے تو انہيں
اَّسى كوڑے لگاؤ اور آئندہ كب�ى ان كى گواہى قبول نہ كرو اور يہى لوگ ہيں جو بدكردار ہيں۔

"And those who calumniate chaste women but bring not four
witnesses - flog them with eighty stripes and never admit their
evidence thereafter, and it is they that are transgressors."

| The Holy Qur'an 24:5 |

ۙ﴾۵﴿



PUNISHMENT FOR SLANDERING

Here, the Holy Qur'an mentions three forms of punishment in an

ascending order which are to be meted out to a slanderer.

 The physical punishment of scourging. 

 Then, disgrace of being branded as a perjurer and a liar   

 which invalidates his or her evidence.

The spiritual stigma of being adjudged as a transgressor.

1.

2.

3.



PUNISHMENT FOR SLANDERING

In case the accuser cannot produce the necessary

evidence in support of his charge, the charge would

be considered as false and the accuser would render

himself liable to the prescribed punishment.



OFFENCE OF

MURDER

َ���َ�� ا��ِ�ۡ�َ� اَٰ�ُ�ۡ�ا ُ�ِ�َ� َ�َ�ۡ�ُ�ُ� اۡ�ِ�َ��ُص �ِ� ۤ�ٰ

اۡ�َ�ۡ��ٰ� ؕ َاۡ�ُ��� ِ��ۡ�ُ��� َو اۡ�َ�ۡ�ُ� ِ��ۡ�َ�ۡ�ِ� َو اۡ��ُۡ��ٰ�

ِ��ۡ��ۡ��ٰ� ؕ َ�َ�ۡ� ُ�ِ�َ� َ�ٗ� ِ�ۡ� َاِ�ۡ�ِ� َ�ۡ�ءٌ َ����َ��ٌعۢ

ِ��ۡ�َ�ۡ�ُ�ۡوِف َو َاَدا�ءٌ اَِ�ۡ�ِ� ِ�ِ�ۡ�َ��ٍن ٰؕذ�َِ� َ�ۡ�ِ�ۡ�ٌ�

��ُ�ۡ� َُو َرۡ�َ�ٌ� ؕ َ�َ�ِ� اۡ�َ�ٰ�ی َ�ۡ�َ� ٰذ�َِ� َ�َ�ٗ� ��ۡ� ر�

﴿۱۷۹﴾َ�َ�اٌب َا�ِۡ�ٌ�



PUNISHMENT FOR MURDER
"O ye who believe, equittable retaliation in the matter of the
slain is prescribed for you. The free man for the free man, and
the slave for the slave and the female for the female. But if one
is granted any remission by one’s brother, then pursuing the
matter for the realisation of the blood money shall be done
with fairness and the murderer shall pay him the blood money
in a handsome manner. This is an alleviation from your Lord
and a mercy and whoso transgresses thereafter, for him there
shall be a grievous punishment." 

| The Holy Qur'an 2:179 |



PUNISHMENT FOR MURDER

Equality of man  

Necessity of awarding proportionate punishment

to all offenders without distinction. 

Unless an offender is forgiven punishment for the

slain as prescribed is obligatory. 



PUNISHMENT FOR MURDER

The authorities responsible for law and order are bound to

punish the offender according to the requirements of law,

having no right to pardon him of their own accord. 

The heirs of the murdered person are not entitled to take

the law into their own hands and inflict the punishment on

the guilty person themselves.



PUNISHMENT FOR MURDER

Punishment 
of death for

murder 

Family’s 
welfare



PUNISHMENT FOR MURDER

Islam structures a society which is founded on the

spirit of true fraternity where the blood of a Muslim is

unlawful upon another Muslim.



OFFENCE OF

STEALING

ًءۢ ِ�َ�� ا َاۡ�ِ�َ�ُ�َ�� َ�َ�ا� �رَِ�ُ� َ��ۡ�َ�ُ�ۡ�ۤ �رُِق َو ا��� َو ا���

َ�َ�َ�� َ�َ��ً�� ��َ� ا���ِ� ؕ َو ا���ُ� َ�ِ�ۡ�ٌ� َ�ِ�ۡ�ٌ� ﴿۳۹﴾۔

The punishment prescribed for theft may again to some

appear to be too severe. However, punishment if it is to

be deterrent and effect change, has to be exemplary.

God Almighty says in the Holy Qur'an:

“And as for the man who steals and the woman
who steals, cut off their hands in retribution of their
offence as an exemplary punishment from Allah.
And Allah is Mighty, Wise.”

| The Holy Qur'an 5:39 |



Early
History
of Islam



Early History of Islam

Extreme rare cases of cutting the hands

consequently, there were hardly any thieves.

The Holy Prophet (Peace and blessings of Allah be

upon him) strictly forbade allowance of any

concession or favour in the matter of ‘hadd’

punishments without any distinction.



We are told in a hadith, narrated by Hadhrat Ayesha (ra), that a

woman from a noble family once committed theft. The Quraish

were very embarrassed and disturbed by the incident. They sent

Osama bin Zaid to the Holy Prophet to seek forgiveness for the

woman. Hudhur (Peace be upon him) was deeply offended and

said, ‘How dare you intercede in the matter of limits fixed by Allah?’

Hudhur stood up and addressed: ‘People before you were
destroyed because when a prominent and influential person
committed theft he was not apprehended and when an
ordinary person committed theft he was given the severest
punishment! By God, if the daughter of Muhammad (Peace be
upon him) committed theft, I shall cut her hands and not 
allow any concession at all!’ 
[Muslim Kitab AlHudood Ba’ab Qata Assariq]



          Conditions 
 for Punishment

For the punishment of cutting the hands of a thief,

Islam has also laid down limits on conditions such

as that the stolen goods should not be edible 

on which the sustenance of life depends. For 

such offences some other form of befitting

punishment is meted out.



PENALTY FOR STEALING

Islam structures a society which is founded on the

spirit of true fraternity where the blood of a Muslim is

unlawful upon another Muslim.



The ‘cutting of hands’ is
mentioned in the Holy Qur’an
but the Arabic term ‘qatta’na
aidiyahunna’
should not be only interpreted
literally although I fully agree
that it can also be translated
literally as ‘cutting of hands’.
"And the recompense of an
injury is an injury the like
thereof." 

- Hadhrat Mirza Tahir Ahmad (ra)



However, the same Arabic term is used in the Holy

Qur’an, (Surah Yusuf, 12:32), with regard to the chief’s

wife who tried to lure Joseph. She persuaded some

other ladies of the court to join her in her scheming so

that Joseph was trapped. In reference to these ladies,

[describing their state of amazement when they saw

the handsome countenance of Joseph], the Holy

Qur’an uses the same term ‘cutting of hands’ which

is exactly the same term as used in the description of

punishment for thieves. However, it is quite evident

that the same term has a different meaning here.



Despite the fact that the same idiom, the same

words were used, it does not here mean that they

severed their hands.

This term also means ‘prevention’ – the term

‘cutting of hands’ also means ‘to prevent

someone from doing something’. Hence, when the

term ‘qatta’na aidiyahunna’ can be translated in

this way as well, that means that the punishment

laid down by Islam for theft covers a large area. In

many cases the injunction that applies is that

measures of prevention should be taken.



However, in advanced cases the hand should also be severed. 

Hands have been created to contribute to the economic

process, so if they destroy the economic “wheel” they are no

longer required.

If this is considered barbaric and this punishment is rejected by

society in the name of advancement and civilisation, what is the

consequence? Theft becomes rampant, and all measures of

imprisonment have no effect. Thieves maim and kill people in

great numbers and the whole society is working under fear of

thugs and thieves.

Why is this so?  
 



PENALTY FOR STEALING
Criminals become so daring that damage is done on a large

scale. (Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih (IV)’s example of Nigeria)

Innocent victims have a right to be pitied.

The Islamic penalty for stealing can only be implemented

given that the background Islamic teachings relating to

economic concepts guarantee that no person should be

permitted to go hungry or be left without shelter or

clothing.



“Again there is apprehension that justice
and mercy cannot both coexist in the entity
of God because justice demands
punishment while mercy calls for
forgiveness. This is a trap in which the short
sighted Christians are caught because of
lack of judgement. They do not realise that
God’s justice is a kind of mercy! It is entirely
for the good of human beings. For instance,
if God Almighty issues an order about a
murderer from the point of view of His
justice that such a criminal should die, it
does not benefit God in any way. He issues
such an order so that mankind should not
put an end to itself by killing one another.

- Promised Messiah( (as)



"So it is God’s mercy towards mankind. God
has promulgated such ‘human rights’ for
social peace to prevail and that one group
of humans must not oppress another
group and create turmoil in the world. So
all the rights and punishments which
are there concerning property, life and
reputation are in fact mercy towards
mankind.” 

[Kitabul Bariyya, page 73]

- Promised Messiah( (as)



CRIMINAL JUSTICE CODE
Islam takes modern approach

“turning thy cheek”“an eye for an eye” Suppression of

crime but

opens doors for

the qualities of

forgiveness and

mercy



It would be proper to conclude this presentation

drawing attention that the four crimes which the Holy

Quran has chosen and imposed ‘Hadd’ that is limits, on

them are the ones which at present are the cause of

unremitting and consuming anxiety for humanity.

CONCLUSION



Today, it is only the pristine pure Islam represented by

the Ahmadiyya Community which offers the solution to

all human anxieties. The Islamic system of punishments

has the power to uproot crime and create an amazing

atmosphere of peace and security.

CONCLUSION


