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Al-naskh wa – l – mansukh 



What is abrogation?What is abrogation?  

Many non-Ahmadi Muslims believe that the commands (ahkam) in
certain verses of the Quran have been abrogated, meaning that they
have been cancelled = Mansukh 

Commands in certain verses have cancelled out those of other verses
= Nasikh. 

These cancelled verses remain as part of the text of the Holy Quran but
should no longer be followed (opinion of non-Ahmadi Muslims!) 

Nasikh and Mansukh



What is the theory of abrogation?What is the theory of abrogation?

Certain verses of the Holy Quran and narrations of various
companions are wrongly interpreted to support the theory

The idea that there are certain verses of the Quran that have been
abrogated or forgotten.



NasakhaNasakha  Naskh 
is an Arabic word that literally means a change from
one condition to another owing to changing
circumstances.

It also means to annul, supersede, change or to alter
something:
,He, or it, annulled ; انتسخ; نَْسٌخ ;.inf. n ,يَْنَسُخ
superseded, obliterated, effaced, or cancelled
[Lanes Lexicon]

In the terminology of the theory of abrogation, the
term means to remove the validity of an order
contained in a verse in the Holy Quran so that it is no
longer correct to obey it in any context or situation.

�﮲س﮲ح�﮲س﮲ح



Three types of abrogationThree types of abrogation

The first type is where both the verse and its command is abrogated.
That is to say the verse is no longer in the Quran and its command is
also no longer valid and not meant to be acted on. 

Narrated by Hazrat Aeysha (ra):

“Nothing makes marriage prohibited except ten breastfeedings, or five
well-known breastfeeding.” 
[Ibn Maja]

I )



Three types of abrogationThree types of abrogation

The second type  is where the verse is abrogated and not
found in the Holy Quran but its command is still valid
and meant to be acted upon.

Penalty of adultery, stoning

II )



Three types of abrogationThree types of abrogation

The third type is where the verse is found in the Holy
Quran, but its command is abrogated by another
verse. That is to say that the verse still exists in the
Holy Quran, but it’s meaning is cancelled out and
made invalid by another verse, and therefore should
not be acted upon.

“There is no compulsion in belief”; 
alcohol related verses ; prayers towards Kabba

III )



Theory of NisyaanTheory of Nisyaan

Meaning ->  To forget

Related to the theory of Nasakh is the
idea that certain verses of the Holy
Quran were completely forgotten



Refutation of Naskh from the QuranRefutation of Naskh from the Quran

The Holy Quran is a perfect book:

﮲َ
﮵�ۡں

﮴�ِ ۡلُم﮴�َّ ﮵�ِۡہ ۚۛ ُہًدی ّلِ
 ﮲�ِ
ٰذِلَک اۡلِک﮴�ُٰب َال َر﮵�َۡب ۚۖۛ

This is a perfect Book; there is no doubt in it; it is a guidance for the righteous.
[The Holy Quran 2:3]

It is also complete in every respect:

ۡسَالَم ِد﮵�ۡ﮲�ًا ﮵�ُۡت َلُکُم اۡالِ
 َو َر﮲صِ

ۡ
ِۡعَم﮴�ِى

َاۡل﮵�َۡوَم َاۡکَمۡلُت َلُکۡم ِد﮵�ۡ﮲�َُکۡم َو َا﮴�َۡمۡمُت َعَل﮵�ُۡکۡم �﮲
"This day have I perfected your religion for you and completed My favour upon you
and have chosen for you Islam as religion."
 [The Holy Quran 5:4]



There is not a single verse that cancels out any other verse. Each verse is valid within its own
context:

﮳�ِ﮵�ٍۡر  ّلَُدۡن َحِک﮵�ٍۡم ﮲حَ
﮲ۡ

َلۡت ِمں ّصِ ٗہ ﮶�ُّمَ ﮲�ُ آلٰر۟ ِک﮴�ٌٰب ُاۡحِکَمۡت ٰا﮵�ٰ﮴�ُ
"Alif Lam Ra. This is a Book whose verses have been made unchangeable and then they
have been expounded in detail. It is from One Wise, and All-Aware." 
[The Holy Quran 11:2]

﮵�ًۡرا
ا َک﮶�ِ ﮴�َِال﮲�ً ﮵�ِۡہ ا﮲حۡ

ُدۡوا ﮲�ِ ِہ َلَو﮳حَ ﮵�ِۡر الّلٰ  ِع﮲�ِۡد ﮲عَ
﮲ۡ

 ِمں
َ

 ؕ َو َلۡو َ�ن
َ

ۡرٰان  اۡل﮴�ُ
َ

َال ﮵�َ﮴�ََد﮳�َُّرۡون َا﮲�َ
"Will they not, then, meditate upon the Quran? Had it been from anyone other than
Allah, they would surely have found therein much disagreement." 
[The Holy Quran 4:83]

Refutation of Naskh from the QuranRefutation of Naskh from the Quran



There is not a single verse that cancels out any other verse. Each verse is valid within its own
context:

َ
ُظۡون ۡکَر َو ِا�﮲َّا َلٗہ َلٰح﮲�ِ ۡل﮲�َا الّذِ ﮲ُ �﮲َ﮲رَّ

ِا�﮲َّا �﮲َۡحں
"Verily, We Ourself have sent down this Exhortation, and most surely We will be its
Guardian."  [The Holy Quran 15:10]

How can a text be declared as being safeguarded if it is unknown which of its verses are abrogated
by others? Even if a number be decided upon, such a belief invalidates the perfection of the text of
the Holy Qur’an.

To say that certain verses cancel out others is to negate the perfect order of the Qur’an and the
wisdom of Allah. It is to say that contradictions exist in the Qur’an if we do not resort to cancelling
out the verses that we cannot make sense of.

Refutation of Naskh from the QuranRefutation of Naskh from the Quran



The Prophet Muhammad (s) once advised his companions
that the verses of the Holy Quran do not cancel each other
out, rather they support one another:

"Umar Ibn-e-Shuaib narrated from his father who
narrated from his grandfather, who said: […] Surely, the
Holy Qur’an was not revealed so that certain parts of it
reject others, in fact its various parts support each
other. So follow that which you understand from it, and
ask a knowledgeable person concerning that which you
don’t understand." 
[Musnad Ahmad bin Hanbal, Musnad of the treasures of
the Sahaba, Musnad of Abdullah ibn-e-Umar bin Al-
Aas, Hadith #6663]

The Prophet Muhammad (s) never mentioned any list or
number of verses of the Qur’an that had been abrogated.
Why leave the Ummah misguided?

Rejection of Naskh by the Prophet Muhammad(sa)Rejection of Naskh by the Prophet Muhammad(sa)



Scholars Divided on the Number of Abrogated VersesScholars Divided on the Number of Abrogated Verses
There exists no universally accepted number of verses that are Mansookh (abrogated)
In one of the earliest works on the subject, Muhammad bin Muslim Az-Zuhri (124 H)
mentions 42 abrogated verses in his book “An-Nasikh Wal Mansukh wa Tanzeel-ul
Qur’an bimakkata wal madinata”. 

 - Abu Jafar An-Nahaas An-Nahwi (338 H) reported 138 verses as being abrogated,
with 30 just in Surah Al-Baqarah (chapter 2) in his work “An-Nasikh wal Mansukh.”

- Imam Jalal-ud-Deen As-Suyuti (911 hijri) in his work Al-Itqaan fi Uloom-il-Qur’an
 stated that Ibn-e-Arabi has declared 124 verses of the Holy Qur’an as being abrogated

- Hazrat Shah Waliullah Mudaddith Dehlvi (1176 hijri) in his Tafseer Al-Fauzul Kabeer
stated that commentators have taken the number of abrogated verses in the Qur’an
even up to five hundred or perhaps more

CONCLUSION: there is no agreement in how many verses are abrogated



Scholars Divided on the Number of Abrogated VersesScholars Divided on the Number of Abrogated Verses

CONCLUSION: 

there is no agreement in how many verses are
abrogated



The Promised Messiah:The Promised Messiah:
There is No Abrogation in the Holy QuranThere is No Abrogation in the Holy Quran

"And we have complete confidence in the fact that Holy Quran
is the last divine book, and that not an iota or dot can be added
or detracted from its laws, limits, commandments and orders.
Now there is no revelation or inspiration from Allah that can
modify, change or abrogate any command of the Holy Quran."
(Ruhani Khazain, vol. 3 pg. 170, Izala Auham).

اور �� ���� ���� �� ���� اس ��ت �� ا���ن ر���� ��� �� ��ا�ن ����

���� ��� ���وی �� اور ا�� ُ���� �� ���� اس �� ��ا�� اور ��ود اور

ا���م اور اوا�� �� ز��دہ ���� �� ����اور �� �� �� ���� �� اور اب ����

ا��� و�� �� ا��� ا���م ������ ا��� ���� �� ������ ا��� مؔ ������ ��

����� �� ����� �� ��� ا�� ��� �� ����� �� ����� �� ���� ��

 (رو���� ��ا��، ��� ۳ ���� ۱۷۰، ازا�� او��م)



He stated that the theory of abrogation would in fact
invalidate the entire Quran:

�� ��� �� �� ����� ��� اور ����� ز��دت ��ا�ن �� ����

���� ������ اس �� اس �� ����� ��زم ا��� ��                        

(رو���� ��ا�� ��� ۴ ���� ۹۳، ������ �������)

"The truth is that the (text of the) Holy Qur’an cannot be truly
abrogated or added to because this would falsify it."

(Ruhani Khazain, vol. 4 pg. 93, Mubahitha Ludhiana)

The Promised Messiah:The Promised Messiah:
There is No Abrogation in the Holy QuranThere is No Abrogation in the Holy Quran



"I fully remember the words of Hazrat Masih-e-Maud,
where he said that when someone is convinced that there are
certain verses in the Qur’an that are abrogated, then why
would he ponder and meditate over it or endeavor to act
according to its commandments? He would say why should I
waste my time to ponder over such a book that has
abrogated verses? It is possible that I ponder over a verse and
later on find out that it has been abrogated. But the person
who states that this entire text is valid and every iota of it is
meant to be acted upon will try to understand it, and this
way the Qur’an will become the means of progress for his
spiritual understanding."

(Tafseer-e-Kabeer, Hazrat Mirza Bashir-ud-Deen Mahmood
Ahmad, under 2:107, vol. 2 pg. 97 second column)

The Promised Messiah:The Promised Messiah:
There is No Abrogation in the Holy QuranThere is No Abrogation in the Holy Quran



The Promised Messiah:The Promised Messiah:
There is No Abrogation in the Holy QuranThere is No Abrogation in the Holy Quran

After the Promised Messiah(as), Hazrat Hakeem Maulvi Noor-ud-Deen(ra) also remarked that
there was no Nasakh within the Qur’an: 

"There is the matter of whether there is Nasakh (abrogation) in the Holy Quran or not. About this,
my understanding of it is such that I will say that up to now I have not seen any verse that is
abrogated and yet remains within the Holy Quran. Neither the Holy Prophet(s), nor Abu Bakr(ra) or
Umar(ra) ever stated anything that supports the idea that such verses are part of the Holy Quran." 

(Haqaiqul Furqan, Hazrat Hakim Maulvi Noor-ud-Deen, under 2:109. Vol. 3, pg. 216)



Explanation of the Verses of the Holy Qur’an thatExplanation of the Verses of the Holy Qur’an that
Supposedly Support the Theory of AbrogationSupposedly Support the Theory of Abrogation

First verse

"Whatever Sign We abrogate or cause to be forgotten, We bring one better than that or the like
thereof. Dost thou not know that Allah has the power to do all that He wills?"  
[The Holy Quran 2:107]

ِد﮵�ٌۡر ٍء ﮴�َ
ۡ

ى ِ ﮶سَ َہ َعٰلى ُلكّ ﮲�َۡہۤا َاۡو ِم﮶�ِۡلَہا ؕ َاَلۡم ﮴�َۡعَلۡم َاّنَ الّلٰ ﮵�ٍۡر ّمِ ﮲ۡ ٰا﮵�ٍَ� َاۡو �﮲ُ﮲�ِۡسَہا �﮲َۡاِت ﮳�ِ﮲حَ
َما �﮲َ﮲�َۡس﮲حۡ ِمں



- Firstly, this verse is not speaking about the Holy Qur’an. As the
contexts shows, Allah is speaking about the previous scriptures
(such as the Torah and the Injeel) 
(see verse 2:106 about other scriptures)

- The word ayat also means “signs”. Therefore, it could also
mean that the heavenly signs granted to Islam are such that are
different and indeed superior to those granted to previous
nations.

- Israelites: captivity to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar, the whole
of the Pentateuch was lost (Enc. Bib.)



Explanation of the Verses of the Holy Qur’an thatExplanation of the Verses of the Holy Qur’an that
Supposedly Support the Theory of AbrogationSupposedly Support the Theory of Abrogation

Second verse

"And when We bring one Sign in place of another — and Allah knows best what He reveals — they
say, ‘Thou art but a fabricator.’ Nay, but most of them know not."  [The Holy Quran 16:102]

َ
﮴�ٍَر ؕ ﮳�َۡل َاۡک﮶�َُرُہۡم َال ﮵�َۡعَلُمۡون ا ِا�﮲ََّمۤا َا�﮲َۡت ُم﮲�ۡ اُلۡوۤ ُل ﮴�َ ِ ﮲رّ ُہ َاۡعَلُم ﮳�َِما ﮵�ُ﮲�َ َ ٰا﮵�ٍَ� ۙ ّوَ الّلٰ

َ�ن ۤا ٰا﮵�ًَ� ّمَ ۡل﮲�َ َو ِاَذا ﮳�َّدَ



- Even if this verse is exclusively directed towards the Ayat received
by the Prophet Muhammad(sa), it still doesn’t prove that there is
abrogation of verses within the Holy Qur’an.

- Ayat also has the meanings of argument. Thus, the meaning of the
verse would be “When we bring one argument in place of another
(to better explain the truth of Islam), they claim that you are a
fabricator”. 

- The verse does not have to apply to the revelation of the Holy
Qur’an at all. The Prophet Muhammad(s) received revelations and
inspiration that were not part of the Holy Qur’an.

- This inspiration and revelation would at times change according
to the necessities of the time. For example, the Prophet
Muhammad(sa) initially disallowed offering prayers in graveyards,
but later it was allowed once he was certain that it wouldn’t become
a means to idolatry.



Explanation of the Verses of the Holy Qur’an thatExplanation of the Verses of the Holy Qur’an that
Supposedly Support the Theory of AbrogationSupposedly Support the Theory of Abrogation

Third verse

"Allah effaces what He wills and established what He wills, and with Him is the source of all
commandments." [The Holy Quran 13:40]

The context of this verse reveals that it is not speaking about the abrogation of the verses of the
Holy Quran. Rather, it is a response to a demand on part of the disbelievers to see a sign of
punishment, something that the Holy Quran mentions in other places as well.

﮳�ُِت ۚۖ َو ِع﮲�َۡدٗہۤ ُاّمُ اۡلِک﮴�ِٰب ٓ�ُء َو ﮵�ُ﮶�ۡ ُہ َما ﮵�َ﮶سَ ﮵�َۡمُحوا الّلٰ



Explanation of Certain Narrations of CompanionsExplanation of Certain Narrations of Companions
that state that Verses of the Qur’an are Abrogatedthat state that Verses of the Qur’an are Abrogated

- The companions never took the meaning of Naskh in the sense of the scholars that came after
them. Meaning, they never thought that any Hukum (command) contained in any verse of the Holy
Qur’an was ever completely abrogated and invalidated by another verse. 

- Hadith are also forged 

- They used the word Nasakh in its linguistic sense. Thus, their statements that certain verses of the
Qur’an abrogated others were only in the sense of explaining that certain verses limited others in
their scope or clarified the context in which a certain verse would be applied. In this sense, certain
verses “abrogated” others, not in the sense of removing the validity of their orders, but in the sense
of clarifying and limiting their scope in certain situations.



Explanation of Certain Narrations of CompanionsExplanation of Certain Narrations of Companions
that state that Verses of the Qur’an are Abrogatedthat state that Verses of the Qur’an are Abrogated

- There is no consensus or widespread belief to be found amongst the thousands of companions in
this regard who were well-acquainted with the revelation of the Qur’an and the order of its verses.
It’s possible that what they thought were verses of the Qur’an were actually ahadith or teachings of
previous scriptures. 

- The narrations where it is mentioned that certain verses were completely forgotten by all the
companions are not reliable. If such a thing happened there would be a large number of
independent narrations about it from hundreds of companions from whose memories these verses
were suddenly stricken.
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